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Dear families,

House Team Scarecrow Event

We kicked off our first house team event of the year with an exciting Scarecrow Making Competition! A huge thank
you to everyone who donated materials — your generosity helped make it a fantastic and creative afternoon for all
the children. It was lovely to see everyone getting involved and enjoying the chance to vote for their favourite
scarecrow. Well done to all!

Great Athletes Sponsorship Event — Friday 14th November

Sponsorship forms have now been sent home for our upcoming Great Athletes event, taking place on Friday 14th
November. This promises to be an energetic and inspiring day for our pupils — thank you in advance for your
support in helping to raise funds and cheer on our fantastic young athletes!

Harvest Service — Thursday 23rd October

We are very much looking forward to our Harvest Service tomorrow at 2.30pm in the church. Everyone is warmly
welcome to join us for this special occasion. Please remember raincoats and umbrellas!

We would be most grateful for any donations of dried or tinned food, which will be shared with our local food bank
to support families in need. Thank you for your kindness.

Wear What You Like Day for St. Patrick House — Thursday 23rd October

Congratulations to St Patrick House, this term’s winning house team. To celebrate their success, Thursday 23rd
October will be a Wear What You Like Day for all St Patrick pupils. Well done, St Patrick!

FOSS Film Night — Friday 21st November
The next FOSS Film Club event is coming soon! Join us on Friday 21st November for a screening of The Wild Robot.

Tickets are available now at:
(7 buytickets.at/friendsofshiphamschools/1862457

INSET Day - Friday 24th October

A reminder that school will be closed to pupils on Friday 24th October for an INSET day. School will reopen after the
half-term break on Monday 3rd November.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Wishing you a wonderful break next week.

Mrs Netto
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https://buytickets.at/friendsofshiphamschools/1862457
http://www.shiphamfirstschool.co.uk/

Attendance Matters

The impact of absence on learners at Shipham CofE First School

Learners are able to access their full entitiement

and curriculum

190 school days in 10 days / 2 weeks of
each school year absence
180 school days
100% [ 95%

Christian Values

Education is compromised

20 days / 4 weeks of
absence

170 school days

90%

Managing attendance meetings required

30 days / 6 weeks / 1 ' 40 days / 8 weeks of 50 days/ 10 weeks of

term of absence absence

160 school days

absence

85% [ 80%

Each half term we focus on a Christian Value, this term it is Respect

Dates for your diary

75%

TERM 1

Friday 24" October

INSET - School closed to learners

TERM 2

Tuesday 4" November

Open day for prospective new families 1.30pm — 3pm

Monday 10" November (for 2 weeks)

School-based curriculum assessments taking place

Monday 10" November

0Odd Socks Day (to kickstart Anti-Bullying Week) plus a visit from
the author Emily Lloyd Gale (see below for more information)

Friday 14" November

Great Athletes — Sponsored event

Friday 21 November

Children in Need (‘wear what you like” day)

Monday 8" December

Willow Christmas — Dress rehearsal

Tuesday 9*" December

Willow Christmas — Performance to families 2pm

Wednesday 10" December

Chestnut & Oak Christmas — Dress rehearsal

Thursday 11* December

Chestnut & Oak Christmas — Performance to families 6pm

Thursday 11*" December

Christmas lunch and jumper day - TBC

Thursday 18" December

Christmas class parties

Please also use the school calendar to keep up to date with all forthcoming events and activities

Somerset Term Dates — 2025 / 2026

Term 1 4t September — 23" October 2025
Term 2 3 November — 19™" December 2025
Term 3 5% January — 12t February 2026
Term 4 23" February — 2" April 2026

Term 5 20™ April — 22" May 2026

Term 6 1t June — 17 July 2026

Somerset Term Dates — 2025 / 2026

Please see the dates for next academic year on the WLT website.
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https://shiphamfirstschool.co.uk/dates-and-news/calendar/
https://wessexlearningtrust.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2023/11/WLT-Term-Dates-25-26.pdf

Future INSET Days

Friday 24" October 2025

INSET - School closed to learners

Friday 13" February 2026

INSET - School closed to learners

Monday 20" July, Tuesday 21° July and Wednesday 22" July
2026

INSET - School closed to learners — Time for the summer
holidays!

Full term dates can be found on our WLT website.

Please note, holidays during term time cannot be authorised.

Other information that may be of interest
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https://wessexlearningtrust.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2023/11/WLT-Term-Dates-25-26.pdf
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FREE PARENTING CAFE

Top tips for successful
coparenting for
separated parents

Did you know
we offer swim
lessons for babies
and toddiers?

g relationship

Lessons are avaflable Monday to
Friday during the daytime, from
birth up to the ngo of 4 Prices start
from just E23.35 per month for 2
weekly 30 minute lesson and
inchude unlimited pubilic awimming.

.‘A‘\_ ,_
(5] ) A%

—J

Thurs 16 Oct L3O PMTO Coffee@TheHub

Somerset 3PM Cheddor
(e

Workshops for Families

Wise up Calendar

Parenting Groups

NSPCWT
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https://somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Wise-up-Calendar.pdf
https://nsod.n-somerset.gov.uk/kb5/northsomerset/directory/service.page?id=7Qyo_W7_8yU&familychannel=0
https://www.nspcwt.org/

Online Safety

Internet Matters and Google Families has lots of information, advice and support for all your concerns about your
child and the internet. Why not take a look.

Safeguarding

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you are worried about a child and would like to talk to a member of staff
in private, please make an appointment:

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Netto

Deputy Designated Leads: Mrs Brabbins & Mrs Mary Watt

Safeguarding Governor: Adrian Warman

WLT Safeguarding and Educational Welfare Lead: Dawn Tomkies

As parents, you can contact support agencies directly on:
e NSPCC: 0808 800 5000 [\ Somerset Safeguarding
e Somerset Direct: 0300 123 2224 m Chlldreﬂ Parfnersm?
e (North Somerset) Care Connect: 01275 888 808

For more information, along with regular safeguarding updates, you can also visit:

https://somersetsafeguardingchildren.org.uk
) SCP

care.connect@n-somerset.gov.uk
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https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Internet-Matters-Leaflet-Toolkit.pdf
https://families.google/
https://somersetsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/
mailto:care.connect@n-somerset.gov.uk

