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Dear families, 

It’s beginning to look and sound wonderfully festive around school! Our beautiful Christmas trees—kindly 
donated by Mr Elliott—are now up and sparkling in the classrooms, and rehearsals for our Christmas 
performances are well underway. The children are working incredibly hard, and we can’t wait for you to 
see their efforts.  

Our travelling book fair has also been very well supported this week. We hope you’ve been able to pick up 
some lovely books, whether as Christmas gifts or as a special end-of-term treat. 

We do share the sad message from Bishop Michael: 

It is with deepest sadness that I share the news of the death of the Revd Alistair Forster, Priest in Charge of 
Axbridge with Shipham and Rowberrow. Our thoughts and prayers are with Alistair’s wife, Heather, and the 
family. 

Alistair died on Advent Sunday, the 30th of November. His death comes after a long battle with cancer, 
which he undertook with great grace, dignity and faithfulness. We give thanks for Alistair’s service, his life, 
and for all that he meant to so many people. 

Alistair’s faith in Jesus Christ shone through at all times. May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 

Wishing you all a safe, happy and healthy weekend. 

Mrs Netto  

 

FOSS Film Club  

Following a recent poll, the next film to be shown will be - The Nativity.     

Date: Friday 12th December 

Time: 3.15pm – 5pm 

Year groups: Reception – Year 4 (sorry, no pre-school children)  

Please find the booking link here.  
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Christian Values  

Each half term we focus on a Christian Value, this term it is Trust 

“My God is my strength in whom I trust.” (Psalm 18:2) 

 

Dates for your diary   

TERM 2 

Monday 8th December  Willow Christmas – Dress rehearsal  

Tuesday 9th December  Willow Christmas – Performance to families 2pm  

Wednesday 10th December  Chestnut & Oak Christmas – Dress rehearsal  

Thursday 11th December  Chestnut & Oak Christmas – Performance to families 6pm  

Thursday 11th December  Christmas lunch and jumper day  

Friday 12th December  FOSS Film Club  

Thursday 18th December  Christmas class parties  

Friday 19th December  Carols in church 1pm – families welcome  

Sunday 11th January FOSS Film Event in the Village Hall 

    
Please also use the school calendar to keep up to date with all forthcoming events and activities 
 

Somerset Term Dates – 2025 / 2026  

Term 1 4th September – 23rd October 2025 

Term 2 3rd November – 19th December 2025 

Term 3 5th January – 12th February 2026 

Term 4 23rd February – 2nd April 2026 

Term 5 20th April – 22nd May 2026 

Term 6  1st June – 17th July 2026 

 

 

Somerset Term Dates – 2025 / 2026  

Please see the dates for next academic year on the WLT website.  

 

Future INSET Days  

Friday 13th February 2026 INSET - School closed to learners 

Monday 20th July, Tuesday 21st July and Wednesday 22nd July 
2026 

INSET - School closed to learners – Time for the summer 
holidays! 

Full term dates can be found on our WLT website. Please note, holidays during term time cannot be authorised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://shiphamfirstschool.co.uk/dates-and-news/calendar/
https://wessexlearningtrust.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2023/11/WLT-Term-Dates-25-26.pdf
https://wessexlearningtrust.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2023/11/WLT-Term-Dates-25-26.pdf
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Other information that may be of interest      
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Workshops for Families  

Wise up Calendar    

Parenting Groups  

NSPCWT 

Online Safety  

Internet Matters and Google Families has lots of information, advice and support for all your concerns about your 

child and the internet. Why not take a look.   

Safeguarding  

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you are worried about a child and would like to talk to a member of staff 

in private, please make an appointment:  

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Netto  

Deputy Designated Leads: Mrs Brabbins & Mrs Mary Watt  

Safeguarding Governor: Adrian Warman  

WLT Safeguarding and Educational Welfare Lead: Dawn Tomkies 

As parents, you can contact support agencies directly on:  

• NSPCC: 0808 800 5000  

• Somerset Direct: 0300 123 2224  

• (North Somerset) Care Connect: 01275 888 808 

For more information, along with regular safeguarding updates, you can also visit: 

https://somersetsafeguardingchildren.org.uk  

 

care.connect@n-somerset.gov.uk    

https://somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Wise-up-Calendar.pdf
https://nsod.n-somerset.gov.uk/kb5/northsomerset/directory/service.page?id=7Qyo_W7_8yU&familychannel=0
https://www.nspcwt.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Internet-Matters-Leaflet-Toolkit.pdf
https://families.google/
https://somersetsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/
mailto:care.connect@n-somerset.gov.uk

