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Newsletter No. 16 Friday 9™ January 2026

Dear families,
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Thank you also for the kind Christmas wishes and gifts we have received — they g Aa

are very much appreciated by all of the staff.

We would like to say how lovely it has been to see such a smart return to school. Thank you to everyone
who has invested in a new logo jumper or cardigan; the children look very smart. It would be great to begin
phasing out the very old logo over time. However, for sustainability reasons, we will continue to accept the
version of uniform prior to our current logo for a while longer.

We recently held a successful meeting for our Year 4 parents, and it was wonderful to see such positive
engagement. We are very excited to be looking ahead to the Year 4 residential visit to Kilve Court in May
and will share further details as plans continue to develop.

This week, the school has also successfully completed both a lockdown drill and a fire drill. These are
important procedures to practise, and the children responded sensibly and maturely throughout.

Looking ahead, we are very much looking forward to starting new inquiry topics across the school and are
excited about the learning and exploration these will bring.

As temperatures are forecast to drop over the next few days, we kindly ask that you ensure your child
comes to school dressed appropriately for cold weather. We will continue to access outdoor spaces for
play, unless conditions become severely cold. Please make sure your child has a jumper, a warm coat, a hat
and gloves, and sensible footwear.

Emergency Weather Plan

In the weeks ahead, there is always a possibility of significant weather changes. We will make every effort
to keep the school open and safe in the event of ice or snow; however, in exceptional circumstances, we
may need to make the difficult decision to close the school.

If conditions worsen overnight or into the morning, we will carry out a risk assessment of the school site.
Should we need to close, we will inform you via MCAS and Class Dojo. The same procedures will apply if
conditions deteriorate during the school day.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Mrs Netto

Inspiring Growth Through Nature and Community


http://www.shiphamfirstschool.co.uk/

FOSS New Year Film Event!

Sunday 11t January - 'How to Train a Dragon'

https://buytickets.at/friendsofshiphamschools/1968733

FOSS New Year DISCO!

Our wonderful FOSS are putting on another disco on Friday 23" January. You can buy tickets here:

https://buytickets.at/friendsofshiphamschools/1945714

Christian Values

Each half term we focus on a Christian Value, this term it is Courage

Dates for your diary

Term 3

Sunday 11t January FOSS Film Event in the Village Hall
Friday 23 January FOSS Disco

Tuesday 27" January Stay and read 8.45am-9.15am

Tuesday 3™ February

Stay and read 8.45am-9.15am

Friday 6% February

Number Day Mufti day / clothes with numbers / dots

Tuesday 10" February

Safer Internet Day

Wednesday 4™ March

St David’s Team Bake Sale 3.15pm

Thursday 5 March

World Book Day

Friday 6™ March

Whole School Trip We The Curious

Monday 9"— 13" March

Science Week in school

Friday 20" — Wednesday 25" March

Book Fair in hall

Friday 20" March

Red Nose Day

Friday 20" March

St Patrick’s Team Bake Sale 3.15pm

Tuesday 31 March and Wednesday 1°* April

Parent meetings

Thursday 2™ April

Easter Service 2pm St. Leonard’s Church

Please also use the school calendar to keep up to date with all forthcoming events and activities

Somerset Term Dates — 2025 / 2026

Term 1 4t September — 23 October 2025
Term 2 39 November — 19'" December 2025
Term 3 5% January — 12t February 2026
Term 4 23" February — 2" April 2026

Term 5 20™ April — 22" May 2026

Term 6 1t June — 17 July 2026
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https://buytickets.at/friendsofshiphamschools/1968733
https://buytickets.at/friendsofshiphamschools/1945714
https://shiphamfirstschool.co.uk/dates-and-news/calendar/

Somerset Term Dates — 2025 / 2026

Please see the dates for next academic year on the WLT website.

Future INSET Days

Friday 13" February 2026

INSET - School closed to learners

Monday 20" July, Tuesday 21° July and Wednesday 22" July
2026

INSET - School closed to learners — Time for the summer
holidays!

Full term dates can be found on our WLT website.

Please note, holidays during term time cannot be authorised.

Other information that may be of interest

Wessex Learning Trust Admission Arrangements for Somerset Schools (2027/28) Consultation
The Wessex Learning Trust are consulting on their 2027/28 admission arrangements. It is statutory to
consult every 7 years or when a change is made. To view and comment on the arrangements please click

here

https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/childrens-services/2027-arrangements

Our consultation will start on 1 December 2025 and end on 19 January 2026 and the final determined
arrangements will be published on the Trust and our School website by 15 March 2026.
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https://wessexlearningtrust.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2023/11/WLT-Term-Dates-25-26.pdf
https://wessexlearningtrust.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2023/11/WLT-Term-Dates-25-26.pdf
https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/childrens-services/2027-arrangements

Workshops for Families

Wise up Calendar

Parenting Groups

NSPCWT
Online Safety

Internet Matters and Google Families has lots of information, advice and support for all your concerns about your

child and the internet. Why not take a look.

Children and young people use the internet every day to learn, play, and connect, but the online world is not always
safe. This weeks #WakeUpWednesday provides clear and practical advice to support safer and healthier digital

habits, helping young people to make informed, secure choices when using technology.

Download your FREE copy here.
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https://somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Wise-up-Calendar.pdf
https://nsod.n-somerset.gov.uk/kb5/northsomerset/directory/service.page?id=7Qyo_W7_8yU&familychannel=0
https://www.nspcwt.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Internet-Matters-Leaflet-Toolkit.pdf
https://families.google/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wakeupwednesday?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbiiCPsKNASZg6uwxWBGvkEVAdNCKBf4-r6Segr0UiTx8nIHEXGuiRazq3RA3RJKLKSmssWl8h9qELrZaR0opS3W8J0vvpvnYzze954dHCE5cd-VTqVOj9KVES-x1CtMQumcPC6NgW1CoE681LX29ej7LRK_KMxDMQv8z3bsC3IMnUyS_zu9H2FSO2x4dR1VjbjilmpUkBdXVXDAlRmpkfLI_ev37enKo1bKnedULl4Gg&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://vist.ly/4ku5z

Safeguarding

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you are worried about a child and would like to talk to a member of staff
in private, please make an appointment:

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Netto

Deputy Designated Leads: Mrs Brabbins & Mrs Mary Watt

Safeguarding Governor: Adrian Warman

WLT Safeguarding and Educational Welfare Lead: Dawn Tomkies

As parents, you can contact support agencies directly on:
*  NSPCC: 0808 800 5000 /\ Somerset Safeguarding
e Somerset Direct: 0300 123 2224 m Chlldreﬂ Parf“ersh'(,
e (North Somerset) Care Connect: 01275 888 808

For more information, along with regular safeguarding updates, you can also visit:

https://somersetsafeguardingchildren.org.uk
) SCP

care.connect@n-somerset.gov.uk
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https://somersetsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/
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