Shipham Church of England First School

Turnpike Road, Shipham BS25 1TX

01934 843485 www.shiphamfirstschool.co.uk
Newsletter No. 20 Friday 6™ February 2026

Dear families,

Stay and Read

We held another Stay and Read event this week. Thank you to all the families who joined us and supported
this special time to share reading with your children. Your participation makes these moments even more
meaningful! We are holding another one on Tuesday 10" February.

NSPCC Number Day - Celebrating Today!
Today we are joining schools nationwide for NSPCC Number Day. Thank you for your support! Donations
can be made directly to the NSPCC via their website: NSPCC website.

Great Athletes Visit
Just a reminder that we will be holding an assembly with the children on Monday 9th February, followed
by their sponsored event on Friday 27th February.

Safer Internet Day — Next Week web 4

Next week we will be celebrating Safer Internet Day with the theme: *
Smart Tech, Safe Choices — Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of AP,' ' '

Al. We will be helping children understand how to use technology Safe, Smart

safely and responsibly, with a focus on the exciting and evolving world and in Control

of artificial intelligence. N

Winning House Team Celebration

Congratulations to our winning house team- St. Andrew! To celebrate, we will be holding a
Wear What You Like Day for their team on Wednesday 11th February. This date has been
chosen to avoid other clashes in the school diary next week.

Chestnut Class Assembly — You're Invited!

As part of our ongoing efforts to create more opportunities to connect with families, we warmly invite all
Chestnut Class families to their class assembly on Thursday 12th February at 9:00am. We look forward to
welcoming you and sharing in the children’s learning journey.

Children’s Mental Health Week — Wear What You Like Day
On the same day, Thursday 12th February, we will also celebrate Children’s Mental Health Week with
another Wear What You Like Day. This is a fun way for children to express themselves and support positive

mental health.

Thank you for your continued support in making our school community vibrant and connected.

Mrs Netto
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https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/donate/
http://www.shiphamfirstschool.co.uk/

Mother’s Day Shop

On Thursday 12th March, FOSS will be running a Mother’s Day Shop. All children will have the opportunity
to visit the shop during the school day and purchase a gift for Mother’s Day (£2). Gifts will be wrapped and
sent home ready for the special day.

To help this event run, we kindly ask parents to donate unwanted gifts, toiletries, or boxes of chocolates

to be sold at the shop. Please bring donations into school by Friday 6th March, either to the school office
or to your child’s teacher.

We will remind children closer to the time to bring their £2 into school on the day.
All proceeds raised will go directly to FOSS.

Christian Values

Each half term we focus on a Christian Value, this term it is Courage

Dates for your diary

Term 3

Tuesday 10" February Safer Internet Day
Stay & Read 8.45am —9.15am

Thursday 12" February Wear What You Like for Children’s Mental Health Week

Thursday 12" February 9am Chestnut Class Collective Worship — Chestnut families
welcome

Friday 27" February Great Athletes sponsored event for children

Wednesday 4™ March St David’s Team Bake Sale 3.15pm

Thursday 5" March World Book Day

Friday 6™ March Whole School Trip We The Curious

Monday 9" - 13" March Science Week in school

Friday 20" — Wednesday 25" March Book Fair in hall

Friday 20" March Red Nose Day

Friday 20" March St Patrick’s Team Bake Sale 3.15pm

Tuesday 31° March and Wednesday 1°t April | Parent meetings

Thursday 2™ April Easter Service 2pm St. Leonard’s Church

Please also use the school calendar to keep up to date with all forthcoming events and activities

Somerset Term Dates — 2025 / 2026

Term 1 4t September — 23" October 2025
Term 2 39 November — 19'" December 2025
Term 3 5% January — 12t February 2026
Term 4 23" February — 2" April 2026

Term 5 20™ April — 22" May 2026

Term 6 1t June — 17t July 2026

Somerset Term Dates — 2025 / 2026

Please see the dates for next academic year on the WLT website.
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https://shiphamfirstschool.co.uk/dates-and-news/calendar/
https://wessexlearningtrust.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2023/11/WLT-Term-Dates-25-26.pdf

Future INSET Days

Friday 13" February 2026 INSET - School closed to learners

Monday 20" July, Tuesday 21° July and Wednesday 22" July | INSET - School closed to learners — Time for the summer
2026 holidays!

Full term dates can be found on our WLT website. Please note, holidays during term time cannot be authorised.

Other information that may be of interest

MONDAY 16™ - FRIDAY 20™

£25

PER DAY

All abilities welcome!
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Workshops for Families

Wise up Calendar

Parenting Groups

NSPCWT
Online Safety

Internet Matters and Google Families has lots of information, advice and support for all your concerns about your
child and the internet. Why not take a look.

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is Increasingly woven into young people’s digital lives. it can offer some educational benefits and day-to-day
assistance; however, It also ralses concerns about misinformation, privacy, falrness, and safety. This guide provides parents and
oducators with practical strategies to support young people to navigate Al tools responsibly, ond to use them safely ond with discernment

| | DEMYSTIFY WHAT &)
‘ Al REALLY IS a N

Children encountar Al ln most online places,
Including games, stroaming platforms, ond
school tools, Explain thot Al uses potterns from
past dota to make decisions, but it doesn't
think or fes! like humans. age-oppropricate
examples, ke how recommendations on
YouTube or Netflix work, to bulld understanding
and prevent folse beliets about Al being
oll-knowing of altve.

TALK ABOUT RISKS
OF MISINFORMATION

Al can create convincing false
Information, Including deeplake videos,

photos, and fake 'tacts’. Encourage

children to think eritically about what they

500 and read. Teach tham to doublo-check
Information using reliable sources, to look at
Images and videos carefully, and to ask an adult
it something doesn't seem right

5 DISCUSS DATA
AND PRIVACY

Explain that Al systems leam by analysing

lots of data, somaetimes including pereonal
Intormation, Help young peoplo to be mindful of
what they share online and why protecting
personal dato matters, Model good habits like
reading opp lssions together of reviewing
what's coliected by volce assistonts like Alexo or
Sirk

2

ENCOURAGE CREAT E

% USE OF Al 3

Support children, when using Al
tools, to explore Ideas, make art, or
bulld projects. This fosters confidence,

Imogination, and Independent thinking

When children use Al creatively, rather than just
passivaly consuming It, they are more likely to
stay engoged and moke thoughtiul cholces

R

5 XS% AGE-APPROPRIATE

‘
Not all Al platformas ar itable for

children. Choose toals designed for

educotion or croativity, with cleor salety policios
Roview terms of use and privacy settings, and
help children use them In oge-appropriate ways
For example, some chotbot tools mimic
conversation but should only be used with
guldance and boundaries in place.

Meet OQur Expert

S

ekl M -
6 USE Al TOGETHER go o>

Exploring Al tools together can help

adults understand how they work and spot
potential issues. Try corwriting a story with an Al
wrlting assistant or experimenting with an Al art
tool. This encourages curlosity, helps you stay
informed about the latest Al toole, and allows
you to reinforce safe ond respectiul use while
modelling critical thinking

SET BOUNDARIES
FOR Al USE

Establish when, whore, and how Al tools can
be used, just os you would with any digital
technology. For exampla, you might ogree not to
use Al tools to complate school assignments
without permlssion, or to avold unsupervised
use of voice asaistants. Consistent boundaries
help manage overuse and misuse.

7
F

g WATCH FOR
OVERRELIANCE

Some Al tools, like homework help apps

may be tempting shortcuts. Encourage
children to use Al to support their thinking, not
replace It. Celebrate effort and process over
perfoct answers. Reinforce thot mistakes are
part of leatning and that relying too heavlly on
Al con limit real understanding

.
TEACH DIGITAL ETHICS
AND LITERACY

Help childron explore how Al works,

whare [t might be blased, and why

othical thinking matters. Buliding digital
literacy alongside ethicol aworeness entures
chiidren engage with Al critically, not just
convenlently, Help young people to understand
that not all people use Al for legitimate
purposes; some use It for moliclous reanons.
Encourage questions about fairness,
roprosentation, and who benefits from certain
tools; tolk about oigorithms, echo chambers,
and the Impact of automation on dolly life

A

STAY CURIOUS
AND INVOLVED & 4

Al ls developing ropidly, and staying

intormed helps you support the young people In
your care. Follow trusted sources for updates and
keop the conversation going. If o child brings up
0 new Al trend or tool, take the opportunity to
learn about It together. Showing Interest bullds
trust and strengthens digital resilience.
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Home to the wortld’s largest CPD library for educators, The National e p
College has transformed the way education establishments go about ®
developing thelr workforces and managing compliance. Our three “e H
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Usors of this gulde do so at thelr own discretion. No liabllity is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 04,02.2026
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https://somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Wise-up-Calendar.pdf
https://nsod.n-somerset.gov.uk/kb5/northsomerset/directory/service.page?id=7Qyo_W7_8yU&familychannel=0
https://www.nspcwt.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Internet-Matters-Leaflet-Toolkit.pdf
https://families.google/

Safeguarding

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you are worried about a child and would like to talk to a member of staff
in private, please make an appointment:

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Netto

Deputy Designated Leads: Mrs Brabbins & Mrs Mary Watt

Safeguarding Governor: Adrian Warman

WLT Safeguarding and Educational Welfare Lead: Dawn Tomkies

As parents, you can contact support agencies directly on:
*  NSPCC: 0808 800 5000 m Somerset Safeguarding
e Somerset Direct: 0300 123 2224 m Childl'en Parfnershi(’
e (North Somerset) Care Connect: 01275 888 808

For more information, along with regular safeguarding updates, you can also visit:

GYNESEP

https://somersetsafeguardingchildren.org.uk

care.connect@n-somerset.gov.uk
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https://somersetsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/
mailto:care.connect@n-somerset.gov.uk

